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regarding precept and example, will, 
in - opposition, go wrong, as they 
sometimes perversely will, a secret 
satisfaction attends a faithful dis- 
charge of duty, however it may 
have failed of producing the effect 
intended. 

A sense of responsibility should 
ever be deeply impressed on the 
minds of parents. MuCb depends 
on the system of education, and 
the schools which they chuse for 
their children, as to the formation of 
their future character. 

An increase of fortune to a child 
will be a poor compensation for a loss 
of improvement, and those parents 
make an erroneous calculation, who 
in the allotment of their time and 
attention, prefer to give the bent of 
their minds to make their children 
rich, or adorned o~hly with super- 
ficial accomplishments, while the 
more valuable acquisitions of a 
liberal and guarded education are 
neglected. K. 



For the Belfast Monthly Magazine. 

I YESTERDAY received with plea- 
sure the number of the Eelfast 
Magazine for September, 1811. 
One part of it much tickled, as well 
as pleased me. It is the essay on 
the veneration reaHy due to anti- 
quity. I wished for an Irish Cer- 
vantes to ridicule the Irish disposi- 
tion -on the subject of ancestry. 
You would laugh at, or with me, 
if you knew some ideas, which came 
across my mind at the reading of 
this piece. It led me to fancy a 
history of Ireland accidentally dis- 
!»vered,or rather produced through 
the agency of- some supernatural 
power, reciting transactions long 
before the invasion by Milesius, and 
his three sons Heber, Er'emon, and 
Ith, including the preceding wars 
of the uncivilized and -warlike natives, 



and the submission at last to these 
Scythian conquerors, and then giving 
an account of the reign of the celebra- 
ted Olamfoodla, and of the laws of the 
council of Tarah, which, if not the 
same, were equal to those of Minos. 
But I drop my nonsense : not how- 
ever more nonsensical than the ab- 
surd dreams of fabulous history, on 
which many with so much gravity 
and dulness rely. 

New-York. " H. 

To tit Proprietors »/ tit Belfast Magazine, 

T PERCEIVE with satisfaction that 
you have given a good account 
of the Independents in your Maga- 
zine. They were men who once 
stood •firm in the cause of civil and 
religious liberty, and their zeal is 
deserving of being contrasted with 
the apathy of the present times. 

I lately met with the following ac- 
count of the Levellers,* men in 
every place spoken against, to whose 
opinions much obloquy was attached 
by those who believed in the tales 
of the nursery, and implicitly adopt- 
ed " all that the nurse, .and all 
the priest had taught." Reformers 
in all ages have been held up to 
reproach. They who are interest- 



* A respectable periodical publication 
makes the following judicious remarks on 
this old book. 

" The Levellers, of the century before 
last, comprised a large body of Englishmen 
of the finest sense, purest manners and 
most enlightened religion. But they were 
ages before the bulk of their countrymen in 
moral and intellectual advancement, and 
were therefore vilified by the multitude, 
feared by the weak, and hated by the 
wicked. Their name has been revived, 
even in modern times, as a bug-bear to 
frighten men from attacking hoary pre- 
judice and inveterate corruption. When 
will the still, small voice of truth be heard 
in churches and states ?" 

Rtptuittry of Theology and general Literature. 
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Principles of the Levellers, 1659- 
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ed in the support of abuses, always 
a most powerful body, make a com- 
mon cause against them. As they 
eannot support the cause of cor- 
ruption bv arguments drawn fiom 
reason, they generally have recourse 
to abuse, and calling nick names. 
Abuse like dirt frequently sticks, and 
a prejudice is raised among the un- 
reflecting, against those who have 
been undeservedly stigmatized. Men 
believe what they are frequently 
told, especially when it favours the 
exercise of their bad passions and 
selfish interests. 

Who does not remember the ter- 
rific name of Levellers ? • We may 
remember those tales of our in- 
fancy, and we may also recollect 
the bad use made of this revived title 
of reproach, at the commencement of 
the French revolution. The Level- 
lers were consistently opposed to 
every species of arhitrary power. 
They opposed the arbitrary designs of 
Cromwell, as appears from the fol- 
lowing account. The true friends 
to liberty, execrate despotism in 
every shape. K» 

THB LEVELLERS : OR THE PRINCIPLES 
AND MAXIMS CONCERNING GOVERN- 
MENT AND RELIGION, WHICH ABE 
ASSERTED BY .THOSE tHAT ARE 
COMMONLY CALLED LEVELLERS. 

London : Printed for Thomas Breiv- 
ster, at the Three Bibles, at the u-est 
end of St. Paul's 1 0'59. Suarto, 
containing 16 pages. From the 
Uarleian Miscellany, Svo. edit. 
1810. vol. 7 th. 

When the sect of the christians 
first arose, the tyrants wrapped them 
in beasts' skins to provoke the wild 
beasts to rend them hi pieces; and, 
when Christ the Lord descended to 
earth, the priests "and the pharisees, 
finding his doctrine and holiness a- 
gain their interest, cast upon him 
all the dirt of blasphemy, drunken- 
ness and confederacy with the worst 



of sinners; and to make sure of his 
life, they rendered him an enemy to 
government, and told Pilate that he 
was no friend to Csesar if he let him 
go. It hath been the common prac- 
tice of all tyrants, to cover the face 
of honesty with the mask of scandal 
and reproach, lest the people should 
be enamoured with its beauty. It 
is a master-piece in their politics, 
to persuade the people that their best 
friends are their worst enemies, and 
that whosoever asserts their rights and 
liberties, is factious and seditious, 
and a disturber of their peace. Did 
not the Gracchi, in Rome, by such 
policy, perish by the people's hands, 
whose liberties they sough' to vin- 
dicate ? And do not some English- 
men now sutler deeply upon the same 
account, from the people's hands 
for whose sakes they have prodigally 
hazarded' their estates and lives? 
Are not some lovers of their country 
defamed aud esteemed prodigious 
monsters, being branded with the 
name of Levellers, whilst those that 
reproach and hate them neither 
know their principles or opinions 
concerning government, nor the 
good they intend to their very ene- 
mies ? Those that have designed to 
prey upon the people's estates and 
liberties, have put the frightful vizard 
of levelling upon those men's faces, 
and most people are aghast at them, 
like children at Rawheari and Bloody- 
bones, and dare not ask who they 
are, or peep under their vizard, to 
see their true faces, principles and 
designs. Doubtless if the people durst 
but look behind them upon the bug- 
bear from which they fly, they would 
be ashamed of their own childish 
fear of the Leveller's designs, to 
make all men's estates tp be equal, 
and to divide the land by telling 
noses. They would easily discern 
(it they durst consider it) that no 
number of men, out of Bedlam, could 
resolve upon at thing so impossible, 



